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Mafic-ultramafic (komatiitic) rocks in the Barberton

Greenstone Belt occur in essentially two settings:

1. As massive, commonly cyclically layered, ultramafic - mafic 

intrusions, or complexes, displaying predominantly coarse 

adcumulate crystal textures;  and

2. As extrusive volcanic sequences composed of multiple 

compound cooling units varying widely in thickness, lateral 

extent and relative proportion of different rock types, and 

representing a spectrum from rapidly cooled liquid to 

cumulates.  
(cp. S. J  Barnes, 2006)

What follows is a brief ófield excursionô to 

see the various BGB komatiitic rocks.



Stolzburg Complex 

NE of Badplaas 
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dunite and  
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layers
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Ages uncertain ïbut at 

least pre-Kaap Valley 

pluton in age  (ca. 3227 

Ma)



MUNDTôS CONCESSION and 

HANDSUP layered ultramafic 

complexes south of the New 

Consort Gold Mine.

Note the Albion detachment fault            

and the Handsup disharmonic fold 

structure.
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STOLZBURG COMPLEX:  Lower and Upper Zones - Mawelawela Valley, 

looking northeast.  Fig Tree and Moodies sedimentary rocks occur in the distance

Stolzburg Mine


